PRIDE
The Downfall of Man

1 Peter 3:8

What is pride exactly? Pride is a lie we believe about ourselves, entitling us to
more than we actually deserve, whether material or praise. Pride is the
subconscious belief that you are in the place of God, the belief that you determine
your own destiny and the conditions declaring how good you are.

Where Did Pride Originate?

The first being to ever possess pride was Lucifer, the former high cherub of God. Isaiah
14:12-15 “[How art thou fallen from heaven, O | ucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut

down to the grounc{, which didst weaken the nations! Forthou hast said in thine Eear’c, | will
ascend into heaven, ] will exalt my throne above the stars of God: ] will sit also upon the mount
of the congregation, in the sides of the north: | will ascend above the heights of the cloucls; |
will be like the most Higlm Yet thou shalt be brought down to !’IC”, to the sides of the pi’c..”

Ezekiel 28:13-17 “Y ou were in |__den, the garden of (God; every Precious stone was your
covering, sardius, topaz, and cliamonc{, berg], onyx, ancljasper, saPPhire, emeralc{, and
carbuncle; and crafted in golc{ were your settings and your engravings. On the c{a3 that you
were created t}weg were Prepared. You were an anointed guardian cherub. | placed you; you
were on the holy mountain of God; in the midst of the stones of fire you walked. You were
blameless in your ways from the dag you were createcl, till unrighteousness was found in you.
Jn the abundance opgour trade you were filled with violence in your midst, and you sinned; so |
cast youasa ProFane thing from the mountain of Gocl, and ] clestrogecl you, O guarclian
cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire. Your heart was Proud because of your beautq;

you corruptecl your wisdom for the sake of your sp]enc}on l cast you to the grouncl; ] cxposcd

you before kings, to feast their eyes on you.”

Lucifer’s name (morning star) was changed to Satan which means adversary, the arch enemy
of good. Satan, filled with pride, looked down upon God and tried to overthrow Him.
Revelation 12:7-9 “Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels Fighting against the



dragon. And the dragon and his angels Fouglﬁt back, but he was c]mceatedj and there was no
longer any Place forthem in heaven. Ancl the great clragon was thrown c{own, that ancient
serPeﬂt, who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world--he was thrown

down to the ear’cl'x, and his angels were thrown down with him.”

Satan, through the Serpent in the garden of Eden, deceived Eve (1 Timothy 2:12-14) into
eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. As soon as Adam and Eve ate of the
forbidden fruit they disobeyed God by putting their own will above God's. Their eyes were
opened, they did not become like God, but like the one they had chosen to follow, Satan.
Since the fall of man sin spread to every person (Romans 5:18-19) and everyone is born into
sin (Psalm 51:5). We all, unless we are chosen of God (Ephesians 1:3-14), are followers of
Satan (2 Corinthians 4:4), walking in pride, lifting up ourselves as our own god. After man
(Adam and Eve) disobeyed God, God confronted man about their sin, and instead of
confessing their sin, they chose to blame someone else. Genesis 3:11-13 says, “| e said, "Who

told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which ] commanded you not to

cat? | he man said, "] he woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree,
and | ate.” TI’ICH the LORD (God said to the woman, "\WWhat is this that you have done?"
The woman saicl, "The serPen’c deceived me, and ] ate.”

Man’s pride deceives him and keeps him from taking ownership of his sin. No one will
confess their sin while they are still holding on to pride. Pride has infected man like a virus
from the time of the fall.

When women are choosing to live under the curse (pride) they will reject God’s Word
concerning their role as a wife, and try to control their husband (Genesis 3:16, Ephesians
5:22-24, 1 Timothy 2:9-15, 1 Peter 3:1-6). They will also desire independence and the place
of authority (1 Corinthians 14:34-35, 1 Timothy 2:12-14). Men, instead of working to live,
will live to work for the sake of prestige (1 John 2:15-17), neglecting their role as a husband
and father (Ephesians 5:25-31, Colossians 3:19, 1 Peter 3:7, Ephesians 6:4, Colossians 3:21).
Christians who make excuses (complain) before other believers regarding why they don’t
have enough time for their families are self-righteously justifying their disobedience to the
Word of God. People protect their pride by making what they believe are legitimate excuses,
while totally ignoring their conscience (Hebrews 10:22, James 4:17). If the excuses that you
make before others are not acceptable before God, then the motives of your heart for making
them are arrogant. Christians should hate pride! Pride will only cause dissension between a
person’s relationship with God and others. Pride will only bring you down a road of misery
and destruction (Proverbs 16:18).



Understanding Pride

The first and most important information we must understand about pride is: “[” veryone
thatis proud in heart is an abomination to the LORD:’chougl—\ }‘xandjoin in hand, he shall not
be unPunishedi” - Proverbs 16:5. James 4:6 says, “But he gives more grace. T herefore it says,
"(50d opposes the Proud, but gives grace to the humble." An abomination according to the

Greek is, to"‘e”bah to”‘e”bah, which is properly something disgusting (morally), that is, (as
noun) an abhorrence; especially idolatry or (concretely) an idol Why are those proud in
heart, an abhorrence to the Lord? When we are proud in heart we do not obey, trust or
believe in the true God. We put ourselves in the place of God when we believe in our own
way. When we are our own god, we break the first commandment that God laid out in the
Ten Commandments, Exodus 20:3, <] hou shalt have no other gods before me.” Pride keeps
people from accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. A person possessing a prideful heart is
unwilling to embrace the one who truly loves them enough to sacrifice His life for their sins.

If you are a child of God you will “] umble 3ourselvesj therefore, under the mightg hand of
(God so that at the proper time he may exalt you, casting all your anxieties on him, because he
cares for you.” - 1 @eter 5:6-7. God commands His children to walk with an attitude of

humility in Ephesians 4:1-2, Philippians 2:3 and Colossians 3:12.

When God’s children choose to hold on to a prideful attitude their Heavenly Father
disciplines them through His loving kindness (Hebrews 12:5-7). A person cannot have Jesus
Christ as Lord of their life (Romans 10:9-10) and live with a proud heart (1 John 3:9). A
proud heart resists Jesus Christ as Lord. Lord in the Greek is kuros, which means supremein
authority, that is, (as noun) controller, by implication Mr. (as a respectful title): - God, Lord,
master, Sir. When you have Jesus Christ as your “Lord” you go from obeying yourself (1 John
2:3-6), trusting in your own understanding (Proverbs 3:5-7), and from believing in yourself
to believing in Jesus Christ (John 3:16). You are no longer the master (Lord) of your life, Jesus
Christ is! Jesus said, ”Whg do you callme ']l ord,| ord, and not do what | tell you? - Luke 6:46.

Matthew 7:21-23, "Not everyone who says to me, | ord, | ord, will enter the kinwgdom of
heavcn, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. On that day many will
say to me, | ord, | ord, did we not Prophesg in your name, and cast out demons in your name,
and do many mightg works in your name?' And then will | declare to them, '] never knew you;
depar‘c from me, you workers of lawlessness.” JoAn 15:14, N ou are my friends ixtyou do what |

command Hou.”



Proverbs 18:12 says, “Before shat’cering, the heart of man is Proud, and before honoris
humi litg"’ Before salvation God shatters a persons proud heart and changes it from a heart of
stone to a heart of flesh (Ezekiel 11:17-21, 2 Corinthians 5:17).

Jesus said, {‘Blessed are the poor in spiri’c: for theirs is the i(ingdom of heaven.”What does it
mean to be “voorin spirit?”It can not mean financially poor in this world, but poor in the
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sense of the soul. Psalm 51:17 says, “The sacrifices of (God are a broken spirit; a broken and

contrite heart, O (5od, you will not clesPise.” “Foor in SPirit ”refers to those who are humble

before the Lord because, you cannot receive the kingdom of God unless you accept who you
really are, a lost sinner. That is why Jesus goes on to say, ‘lessed are those who mourn: for

they shall be comforted.” Those who mourn over (confess and repent of) their sin will receive
forgiveness. In Matthew 18:1-4 it says, <At the same time came the clisciples unto Jesus,
saging, Wl’lo is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven? An& Jesus called a little child unto l‘ximj
and set him in the midst of them, And said, \/erily | say unto you, Exccpt ye be converted,
and become as little cl'wilclreﬂ,ge shall not enter into the kirwgdom of heaven. Whosoever
therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of

heaven.”

One of the biggest examples of God humbling or changing someone is seen in the book of
Daniel 4:28-37, “ All this came on the King Nebuchadnezzar. At the end of twelve months he

walked in the Palace of the kingc{om of Babylon. The king spoke and said, ]s this not great
Babylon that | have built for the house of the kinedom by the might of my power and for the

honor of my majesty? Wi‘nile the word was in the king’s moutln, a voice fell from [Heaven, saying,
O King Nebuchadnezzar, to you itis spoken. Tl‘:e kingclom has departed from you. And
thcg shall drive you from men, and your clwc”ing shall be with the animals of the ficld. Tl‘vcg

shall make you eat grass like oxen, and seven times shall pass over you, until you know that the
Most High rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to whomever He will. The same hour the
thing was fulfilled on Nebuchadnezzar. And he was driven from men, and ate grass like oxen,
and his bo&y was wet with the dew of the heavens, until his hair had grown like eagles’
feathers, and his nails like birds' claws (Proverbs 11:2). And at the end of clays, |
Nebuchadﬂezzar lifted up my eyes to Heaven, and my understandiﬂg returned to me, and ]
blessed the Most rﬂigh, and | Praiscd and honored [im who lives forever, whose kingdom /s
an everlasting kingdom, and [Tis rule is from generation to generation. And all the People of
the earth are counted as nothing; and [Je does accorcling to [is will in the army of heaven,
and among, the peoplc of the earth. And none can strike [is hand, or say to [7im, What are



You doing? At that time my reason returned to me. And the glory of my kinedom, my honor
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and brightness returned to me. Anc{ my advisers and my lords came for me, and ] was

established in my kingc{om, and excellent majestg was added to me. Now ] Nebuchadnezzar

praise and exalt and honor the King of heaven, all whose works are truth and [is ways

judgment. And those who walk in Pricle e is able to humble.”

The children of God succumb to pride when they forget about God and neglect the
commands of God to meditate on His Word (Deuteronomy 6:4-9, Psalm 1, Romans 12:1-2).
Pride blinds them from the fact that there is nothing good within them, in and of themselves
(Romans 7:18). The provisions God blesses His children with are no longer viewed as given
to them out of His grace and mercy. Pride deceives people into thinking that they are
prosperous in the world because of what they have done, and thus give neither thankfulness
nor the full credit due God. Blessings become a stumbling block, a reason for boasting, and a
new god. For example: Deuteronomy 8:11-20 says, 1T ake care lest you Forget the | ORD

your (God }39 not ‘(eePing his commandments and his rules and his statutes, which ] command
you ’codayl les’c, when you have eaten and are full and have built goocl houses and live in tl‘rem,
and when your herds and flocks multiplg and your silver and golcl is multipliec{ and all that you
have is multiplied, then your heart will become Proucl, and you will Forget the LOKD your

@1 who brought you out of the land of Eggpt, out of the house of siaverg, who led you
through the great and terripﬁing wilderncss, with its Fierg serpents and scorpions and thirstg
grouncl where there was no water, who brought you water out of the Hintg rocl<, who fed you
in the wilderness with manna that 3our1cat!'16r5 did not know, that he might humble you and
test you, to do you good in the end. Bcware lest you say in your hcar’c, 'Mq power and the
might of my hand have gotten me this wealth.! You shall remember the LOKD your God, for
it is he who gives you power to get wca]t!'l, that he may confirm his covenant that he swore to

3our1catl'xers, as it is this dag. And hcgou )Corge’c the | ORD your (God and go after other
gocls and serve them and worshiP them, ] so!emnlg warn you toc{ag that you shall surelg Perisl‘:‘

Like the nations that the LOKD makes to Perish before you, so shall you Perish) because
you would not obeg the voice of the LORD your God.”

God Protects His Children




God protected the Apostle Paul from becoming proud by giving him a thorn in the flesh. 2
Corinthians 12:1-10 says, “|ndeed, it is not Propitablc for me to boast. [Tor | will come to

visions and revelations of the Lorcl. ] know a man in Christ fourteen years before (whether in
the bodg, ] do not know; or outside of the bocl\tj, ] do not know; God knows) such a one was
caug}‘x’c up to the third [Heaven. An& | know such a man (wl'xether in the boclgj or outside of
the boclg, ] do not ‘mow; God knows), that he was caught up into Faradise and heard
unsPeakable worcls, which it is not allowed for a man to utter. ] will glorg of such a one, yet ] will
not boast on my behalf, except inmy weaknesses. [Torif | desire to boast, | shall not be
foolish. For] will sPeak the truth. but ] spare, lest anyone should think of me as éel}zg
beyoncl what he sees me, or hears of me; and }33 the surPassing revelations, lest ] be made
%aug%t\g, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest | be
made haughty. For this thing ] besought the Lorcl three times, that it miglﬁt dePar’c from me.
And [He said to me, MH grace is sufficient Forgou, for Mq power is made Pencect in

weakness. Mos’c gladlg therefore ] will rathcrglorg in my weaknesses, that the power of
Christ may overshadow me. | herefore | am Pleasecl in weaknesses, in insults, in necessities,

in Persecutions, in distresses for Chris’c‘s sake; for when ] am weak, then ] am Powerpul.”

Paul makes it very clear that when we are weak physically our pride is diminished so, we can
be used by God effectively for His kingdom. For example, many people marvel at the
testimonies of believers who reflect the joy of the Lord through a handicapped body. If a
believer is weak in their physical body the power of the Holy Spirit shining through them is
magnified before the world. The world relies on circumstantial joy and peace of mind.
Believers depend on the Holy Spirit for joy, peace and contentment, which is illuminated in
the midst of difficult physical circumstances, as well as verbal persecutions, indignities, and
insults.

«_for My poweris made perfect in weakness.”

Many times throughout a believers life, like the children of Israel, God will call them to
repent if they have been walking in pride. If believers will not turn from their pride God will
chastise them. Sometimes, however, God prevents us from becoming prideful by taking away
the one thing in our life He knows will cause us to think more highly of ourselves. God will
also, not answer a prayer for anything He knows will cause us to become conceited. For
example: some believers become discouraged when God will not put them into a certain
position of authority in the church. 1 Timothy 3:6 says, (Concerning the office of a deacon)
“Not a novice, lest being lifted up with Pricle he fall into the condemnation of the devil. Pride

makes it difficult for a believer to trust God’s perfect timing and His every decision
concerning their life. Thus, the anxiety which is manifested in pride can cultivate frustration



and discontentment for lack of achievement, status, or upward social or professional
positions.

Pride Causes Disunity.

A. Among Believers.

Proverbs 13:10 says, ‘Only by pride comes areument, but with those who take advice is

wisdom.”

Proverbs 28:25 says, “Iewhois of a Prouc{ heart stirs up fighting; but he who puts his trust in
Jehovah shall be made fat.”

James 4:1-10 says, “What causes quarrels and what causes Fights among you? s it not this,
that your passions are at war within you? You desire and do not have, so you murder. You
covet and cannot obtain, 50 you ﬁght and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask.
You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrong!g, to sPend it on your passions. You
adulterous Peop]el Do you not know that Friends!ﬁip with the world is enmity with (God?

T herefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of GGod. Ordo
you suppose itisto no purpose that the Scripture says, e yearnsjealously over the sPirit
that he has made to dwell in us"? Put he gives more grace. T herefore it says, "(3od opposes
the Prou&, but gives grace to the humble.” Submit 3ourse]ves therefore to (God. Resist the
clevi], and he will flee from you. Draw nearto God, and he will draw near to you. C!eanse your
hands, you sinners, and Puri{q your hearts, you double-minded. Be wretched and mourn and
weep. Lct your laug]’x’cer be turned to mouming and 5ourjog to gloom. }ﬂumble 3oursclvc5
before the Lord, and he will exalt gou.”

The root of every argument between two people is pride and selfishness. Selfish arguments
degrade Christian relationships. Pride deceives one into thinking that they are more
righteous than others so, anyone that corrects them or suggests a contrary point of view
would appear to be over stepping their rights. For example: A “How dare you!” attitude is set
in mind. The arrogant person who is corrected or questioned believes they have the right to
act selfishly or have a negative attitude (Proverbs 3:4-7). Their pride blinds them into
thinking that the error they are committing isn’t error at all (Jeremiah 17:9-10, Obadiah 1:3).
If an arrogant person is aware of their sin they will still argue against reproof (Proverbs
10:17; 15:31). Pride eliminates respect for others and without respect for the reprover no
correction will be made (Proverbs 12:1).



The believer who tries to correct or judge someone with an attitude of pride is fulfilling what
Christ said in Matthew 7:1-5 (the log in your eye is pride). Arrogant people do not reprove
others out of love but criticism. Instead of praying for a believer caught in sin, arrogant
people will try and reprove others in their own strength by arguing with them. God’s Word
makes it clear that believers are not to argue with other believers (Philippians 2:14, 1 Peter
5:6). Christians should humble themselves and depend on God through prayer for change in
others. We should always see ourselves as sinners, and examine our own lives and our own
transgressions against God just like everyone else (Romans 3:23). Only when we compare
ourselves to others do we fall prey to the deception of pride (2 Corinthians 10:12). The truth
is; our righteousness is as filthy rags (Isaiah 64:6) and the only person we should ever
compare ourselves to is Jesus Christ (Romans 7:18, Hebrews 5:9, 1 John 2:1-6). While in the
flesh (Romans 8:8) believers will abstain from correcting others until they finally lash out at
others in wrath. The person confronted will not only feel attacked but will be. God’s Word
says, “Know t!‘xis, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to Hear, slow to sPeak, slow

to anger; forthe anger of man does not Procluce the righteousness of (God.” - James 1:19-20.

B. In The Family

The role of the husband is affected by pride when he chooses to think of himself more highly
then his wife (Romans 12:3). This is evidenced when the husband finds his wife increasingly
annoying or foolish to him. It is not so much that his wife maybe foolish (Proverbs 21:9;
25:24), but that he chooses to complain about her rather than listen or contemplate her view,
or pray for her. A proud husband will desire to escape or isolate himself from his wife seeing
her as unworthy of his presence and alleged superiority. He will criticize his wife to others
even his own children and will not consider himself as part of the problem. Most of all,
confrontations between a husband and his wife will be, to him, unfairly instigated by his
wife who is thought unreasonable. He will feel justified when he treats her with unkindness
and will constantly see her as his cause of discontentment rather than his helpmate, who is
to be honored, cherished, and loved by him.

Most men feel they are entitled to seeing their expectations for the home met after a hard
day of work. As the ‘chief breadwinner’, men may feel that they are entitled to being treated
like a king after working hard so, their selfish actions, as far as they are concerned, are
justified. A husband will think to himself, ‘T worked hard all day, I deserve MORE from my

wife right now!” Unmet expectations are why so many husbands end up arguing with their

wives when they come home from work. Pride deceives men into thinking they have a right
to be selfish and deserving of special or privileged treatment.



“1 usbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up forher,”
“Husbancls, love your wives, and do not be embittered against them.” —Epﬁesians 5:25 and
Colossians 3:19.

A conceited father will not set a good example for his children by confessing sin and asking
for forgiveness from them. Instead, he will live a secretive, guarded and hypocritical life,
acting as though he is never wrong.. A prideful father sets up a psychological wall between
him and his children. Since he set the example of refusing to confess or live with an attitude
of daily repentance, his children will most likely follow in his footsteps. His pride will
deceive him from seeing that his example of arrogance has led his children to become
arrogant, confrontational, and disobedient towards him. He will not understand why it is so
hard for them to admit when they are wrong and why they are so secretive. His children will
rebuff authority, and think more highly of themselves then they should and will look down
on their siblings. If everyone in a family is looking down on each other it will be hard for
them to consistently get along, or to resolve confrontations between one another. They will
also find it very easy to gossip about one another and hardly ever see themselves as part of
the problem. They will mainly desire to hear praise from their father and will find it very
hard to receive disapproval of their decisions. Jealousy will result between the siblings of a
proud father causing disputes and confusion over who their father loves more. “["or where

Jea]ousg and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing"’ - James 3:16.

Children of a proud father who have become proud themselves seek their father’s praise and
not for the sake of bringing glory to God. His children will love to be flattered and will use
flattery to get what they want from others (Proverbs 29:5) A proud father’s love is very
conditional and based upon how his children make him look ,and whether they live life
according to his standards, not God’s. Asking for prayer for himself or his children would not
be the probable response of a father who cares more about how he looks before men
compared to how concerned he is about his children’s spiritual well-being. A proud father
would rather keep his children’s sins secret, rather then encourage confession, repentance
and biblical counseling. A proud father who attends church will promote hypocrisy, training
his children to act one way at church and another way when they are home.

Concerning the role of the wife, women who refuse to obey God by refusing to submit are
falling to pride. Women who choose not to submit to their husbands are basically saying, ‘1
don’t care what God ‘s Word says! I know better! " God’s Word is clear. Ephesians 5:22-24 says,
“Wives, submit ﬂourse!ves to your own husbancls, as to the Lorc{‘ For the husband is the

head of the wife, even as (Christ is the head of the church; and e is the Savior of the boclg.
T herefore as the church is subject to (Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in
everything.” One good indicator of a woman who struggles with pride is her reaction to these

verses when brought up in conversation. A prideful wife will also criticize her husband



before others and even to her own children. A proud wife who believes that she is the most
spiritually responsible one in the family will be reluctant to leave the leadership role up to
her husband, usurps him, and enables her husband to abandon his God-appointed leadership
role in the family.

God has declared the husband head of the wife providing physical and spiritual protection.
When a wife chooses not to listen to her Godly spiritual discerning husband regarding
avoiding certain so called biblical teaching she is leaving herself open for deception. 1
Timotﬁy 2:11-14 says, | et awoman learn cluie’clg with all submissiveness. | do not permit a

woman to teach or to exercise aut}wority over a man; rather, she is to remain quiet. ForAdam

was formed first, then [~ ve; and Adam was not deceived, but the woman was deceived and

became a transgressor.” Only a prideful wife who sees herself as more spiritual then her

husband will resist her husband’s spiritual guidance and choose to believe what she thinks is
best. Not only will she be disobeying God, she will be causing division in her marriage and a
great deal of confusion for her children.

When a married couple keeps secrets from one another they are too proud to admit or
confess to their spouse something they have done. Secret sins committed against your spouse
without confession and forgiveness are blocks of separation that keep building up over the
years. Eventually, even if a couple is still married by law,

in their hearts they have already signed the divorce papers. They will no longer be cleaved as
one in an intimate, Godly relationship, but two individuals who have learned to put up with
each other’s existence. It is pride that keeps us from confessing our sin to one another. James

5:16 says, “T herefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another so that

you may be healed. T he effective prayer ofa righteous man can accomplish much.” When

you do not confess sins to your spouse you are enabling them to put their trust in you instead
of God. Without the constant reminder that you are an imperfect human in need of prayer
and forgiveness, neglecting God will become very easy. If Christ is not your spouses source of
love he or she will fall under the curse. Keeping secrets from our spouse is not what protects
them, it is the source of what separates you from them. Jeremiah 17:5-9 says, | hus says the

LORD ”Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his strengtlw, whose heart
turns away from the LOKD He is like a shrub in the desert, and shall not see any gooc{
come. [ e shall dwell in the parcl'xed Places of the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land.
"B]essecl is the man who trusts in the LORD, whose trust is the LOKD [He is like a tree
P]antecl by water, that sends out its roots bg the stream, and does not fear when heat comes,
forits leaves remain green, and is not anxious in the year of &rought, forit does not cease to

bear fruit.” The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperatelg sick; who can understand



it? Even though you are a professing believer, you still sin. If we do not confess our sins to

one another we will have a false view of each other. Believers will develop high expectations
of each other. This is why believers are so shocked when they find out their spouse
committed a sin because, the kind of trust that we should only have in God is placed upon
our spouse. We should never be shocked or surprised when someone confesses their sin!
Believers should rejoice! If your spouse or someone you know confesses their sin, asking for
forgiveness, they have just obeyed God by humbling themselves. Only an attitude of
arrogance would cause anger towards a person who has confessed their sin and asked for
forgiveness.

C. In the Church

Pride causes contamination of the body of believers. One example of this is found in 1

Corinthians 5:1-2, “]t is actua”y rePor‘ted that there is immora]itg among you, and immoralitg of
such a kind as does not exist even among the Gentiles, that someone has his father’s wife.

You have become arrogant and have not mourned ins’ceac}, so that the one who had done this

deed would be removed from your midst.”

The Corinthian church, like many churches today, willingly chose to disobey God by not
practicing church discipline. They feared men more than God and by joining “The Nice
Club” they forfeited church purity. Proverbs 29:25 says, “The fear of man brings a snare: but

whoever puts his trust in the | (ORD shall be safe.” They either cared too much about what

others would think if they found out about this professing believer’s sin or they didn’t want
to lose members for the sake of church growth (money).

The perspective of believers put in authority in the church has diminished to the point of
seeing pastor’s and elder’s authority over others as optional. While the role of pastors, elders
and deacons still exists, the thought of them exercising authority over church members is
looked at as some mere idea. The majority of modern churches today seem to think of their
pastors, elders and deacons as those made to accommodate the congregation. Pride keeps
people from seeing those put in God ordained authoritative positions in the church as
leaders. Believers are obligated to submit to church leadership (Ephesians 4:11-14). Hebrews
13:17 says, “VYield to those Ieacling you, and be submissive, for theg watch for your souls, as

those who must give account, that tlﬁey may do it wi’chjog and not with gricﬂ forthatis
unProFi’cable Forgou.” 1 Timotﬁy 5:17 says, “| et the elders who rule well be considered worthy
of double honor, esPecia”5 those who labor in Preaching and ’ceaching"’

The apostle Paul warned the elders of the church in the book of Acts to watch out for men
among them who would resist their authority. These arrogant men that Paul warned the



elders of the church about are why so many different denominations of the church of Jesus
Christ exist today. When men become puffed up in themselves they resist the authority of
the church and form their own new denomination. Act 20:28-30 says, “F83 careful attention

to gourselves and to all the ﬂock, in which the Ho]y Spiri’c has made you overseers, to care
forthe church of (God, which he obtained with his own blood. | know that after my depar’cure

Fierce WOIVCS Wl” come in among HOU, not sParing the ﬂOC‘(; ancl From among your own SC]VCS

will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away the disciples after them.”

Sometimes true obedient followers of the Word of God have to break away from a church
body because their local church has resisted the authority of the scriptures. For example; the
great reformer Martin Luther broke free from the Roman Catholic church. Martin Luther
may have resisted those put in authority over him in the Catholic Church, but they were
resisting the authority of God and the absolute truth of scripture. Such circumstances call for
standing up against those resisting the authority of the Word of God and breaking free from
serving under them if they do not confess and repent of their own sin.

D. In Our Prayer Life

Our prayer life is effected when we no longer are praying to God with a “Not as I will but as
you will” mentality (Matthew 26:39). When Jesus taught His disciples how to pray He said,
“Tkeremcore pray in this way: Our Fa’c!ncr, whois in [Heaven, Ha”owcd be Yourname. Your

kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as /£ /sin [{eaven. - Matthew 6:9-10. Pride causes

us to view God as if He is our own personal genie; as though we have the power to change
God’s will through prayer (1 John 5:14). Numbers 23:19 says, “(3o0d is not man, that he should
lie, or a son of man, that he should cl'lange his mind. [ 1as he said, and will he not do it? Or has
he spoken, and will he not fulfill it?” Prayer is not meant to direct God into doing what we
want. Prayer is meant to change us, to keep His Word constantly in our mind (1
Thessalonians 5:17), so our every decision is based upon His direction. God does answer
prayer (James 5:16-18), however, it is always according to what He has already determined to
do (Matthew 6:7-8). 1 John 5:14 says, « And this is the confidence that we have toward [im,
that if we ask any’ching according to [is will, [ e hears us.” Since Jesus Christ is perfect, we

should only want what He desires (Psalm 37:4).. We are corrupt and imperfect humans. Does
it make sense to expect God to give us what we want if we are corrupt sinners? Believers
should only pray that their desires will be the same as their Heavenly Father’s (Proverbs 3:5-
6). God, Jesus Christ, is the one that is perfect and makes perfect decisions concerning your
life, not youl Come now, you who say, “Todag or tomorrow we will go into such and such a

town and spend a year there and trade and make a ProFi’c”" 3et you do not know what
tomorrow will bring. W!nat is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time and



then vanishes. |nstead you ought to say, if the | ord wills, we will live and do this or that.” As
itis, you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil. -James 4:13-16

Pride Brings destruction.

Proverbs 15:25“ | he | ORD tears down the house of the Proud but maintains the widow's

boundaries.”

God is perfect, and every decision that He makes is perfect. Nothing happens apart from
God’s Sovereign will, so when we give in to the deception of pride, we believe that our way
is better than God’s way. Since God’s way is perfect, and our way is flawed, our way causes
destruction in the end (James 1:14-15, Proverbs 16:25). Jesus Christ during His ministry on
earth gave a parable concerning putting our trust in our own wisdom in Matthew 7:24-27
“T‘herefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does tl'wem) ] will liken him to a wise man
who built his house on a rock. And the rain came down, and the floods came, and the winds
blew and beat on that house. AHCJ it did not Fa”, forit was founded on a rock. AnA everyone
Wl’lO I'TCaT'S tl'wese sagings O{j Miﬂ@ aﬂC{ C{OCS not ClO t}wem sl'wa” ]f)C comparecl to a ]COOII’SI’W man
who built his house on the sand. And the rain came down, and the floods came, and the wind

blew and beat on that house. And it fell, and great was its fall»

The destruction or the fall, which follows after pride can apply in many circumstances in life
ranging from everyday mistakes to the fall of great leaders. King David was influenced by
Satan to put his security in the number of the people of Israel rather than in God. God
quickly brings David to his knees for his act of pride, turning him back to a state of humble
dependence (1 Chronicles 21:1-17).

2 Chronicles 32:24-28 says, “|n those dags [Hezekiah was sick to death, and Pragecl to
Jehovah. And He sPoke to him, and He gave him a sign. Bu’c Hezekiah did not give again
accorc}ing to the goocl done to him, for his heart was lifted up. And there was wrath on him
and on Judah and Jerusalem. And [ezekiah was humbled for the Pric{e of his heart, he and
the People oFJerusalem, so that the wrath oFJehovah did not come on them in the c{aqs of
[Hezekiah. And [Hezekiah had exccedinglg much riches and honor. And he made himself

treasuries for silver, and Forgo]cl, and for Precious stones, and for spices, and for shiclds, and

for all kinds of Plcasantjewcls. And he made storechouses for the increase oFgrain and wine
and oil, and stalls for all kinds of animals, and stalls for flocks.” @roverbs 29:23 says, “A man's
Pric;c shall bring him low; but honor shall uplﬁold the humble in sPirit.”



Having a high view of yourself is like coming to the edge of a cliff, which is too far for you to
jump across but, you say to yourself, “I can make it across this thing!” Even though those

around you assure you that you will not make it across, you jump anyway and plunge to your
death. Proverbs 16:18 says, “Pride goes before destruction, and a haugl’vtg sPirit before afall?

Pride Causes Hypocrisy

First Corinthians 8:1 says that, “K nowledge Puﬁcs up, but love edifies.” The Pharisees

possessed knowledge of the scriptures, but did not apply what it said to their lives (John
8:39). Wisdom is knowledge of God’s Word applied to a persons life. When a person walks
with Godly wisdom they fulfill God’s commands by loving others. Knowledge of God’s Word
without application is rebellion.

Jesus Christ in Matthew 23:2-12 said, “7| he scribes and the [harisces sit in Moses' seat.
T}‘xcrmcore whatever theg tell you to observej observe and do. Bu’c do not do according to
their works; for tl'veg say, and do not do. [Tor theg bind heavg and har&~to~carr3 burdens and
]ag them on men's shoulders. Put they will not move them with one of their]cingers. Put tlﬁeg
do all their works in order to be seen of men. Theg make their Phglac’ceries broad and eniarge

the borders of theirgarments. And thcg love the first couch at feasts, and the chief seats in
the synagogues, and greetings in the markebplaces, and to be ca”ecl, Kabbil Kabbil ]:)3 men.
But you must not be called Rabbi, for One is your teacher, (Christ, and you are all brothers.
Anc} call no one 3our1cathcr on the cart!n, for One is your Father in Hcaven.. Nor be called
teachers, for One is yourTeaclwer, even Christ. But he whois greatest among you shall be
your servant. And whoever shall exalt himself shall be abased, and he who shall humble himself

shall be exalted.” Pride causes us to desire the praise of men, which belongs only to God.

Proverbs 30:32 says, “IICHOU have been foolish, exa]ting goursehc, or hcyou have been c{evising
evil, put your hand on your mouth.” Proverbs 27:2 says, | et another praise you, and not your
own mouth; a stranger, and not your own lips.” Proverbs 25:27 says, “|t is not good to eat much

honey, noris it glorious to seek one's own glory.”
Y g gory

Lust for vain recognition will influence us to portray ourselves as though we are something
we are not. Since we are deceived by our pride, we ignore our sin and criticize others for
their sin. Those deceived by pride believe they are righteous because of how they view
themselves, which is not righteousness at all (Luke 18:9-14). Jesus Christ is the source of love
that flows from a believer through the Holy Spirit. Pride cuts off the love that flows from us
through the Holy Spirit turning us into selfish, defensive, offended, annoyed Christians, and
people with high expectations of others. Pride removes us from living the life of a servant



and replaces it with expectations of glory, praise, recognition, honor, fear, love, service,
perfection, and humility from others. Ezekiel 16:49 says, “B>ehold, this was the iniquity of

your sister Sodom; Pride. [Tullness of bread and abundance of idleness was in her and in her

daughters. Nor did she strengthen the hand of the poor and needy.” Other people are not as
important to those who walk with a prideful attitude.

Those who do not live with an attitude of daily repentance cannot understand why God
would call King David, a man after His own heart, when David committed adultery and
murder. King David, after sinning against God, confessed and repented of his sins. After the
sin a believer has committed is forgiven by God upon confession, only the righteousness that
God works through them is taken into account by God. A hypocrite cannot understand the
process of confession, repentance and forgiveness because, they are still hiding their sin. A
hypocrite is deceived by pride and relies on comparing themselves to others for their
spiritual security. Confession, repentance, and forgiveness is foreign to a hypocrite. If a
person does not understand the process of humbling themselves before the Lord, they will
not understand the Bible. 1 John 1:5-10; 2:1-6 says, “This is the message we have heard from

him and Proclaim to you, that C;ocl is ]ight, and in him is no darkness at all. ]F we say we have
?e”owship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not Practice the truth. But if we
walk ([ive out the Wofd)in the Iight, as he is in the ligl‘:t) we have Fe“owsl‘nip with one anotlﬂer,
and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. [Fwe say (Matthew 23:28, live
ﬁypocritica[[y)we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. [f we confess our
sins, he is faithful andjust to Forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. [f
we say ([ive ﬁypocritica[[y)we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. M3
little children, | am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. Butif anyone does sin,
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Cl’xris’c the righ’ceous. [He is the Propitiation for
our sins, and not for ours onlg but also for the sins of the whole world. Anc{ ]:)3 this we know
that we have come to know him, if we keep his commandments. Whoever says | know him" but
does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in l'n'm, but whoever kceps his
worcl, in him trulg the love of (God is Per‘Fected. 53 this we may know that we are in him:
whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which he walked.

Professing believers who live a secretive life, or in other words, a hypocritical life, will
usually think that these verses are addressed to unbelievers. However, 1 John was written to
the church. Believers are supposed to live in a constant state of confession and repentance. 1

joﬁn 5:16 says, “Therefore, comcess your sins, to one another, ancl Pray 1Cor one another SO
that you may be healed. T he effective prayer of a riglﬁ’ceous man can accomplislﬂ much.”

When a person is born again, they do not say a prayer and go on living life the way they



think it should be lived. A hypocrite says a prayer, professes Christ, continues to sin and
confesses it to no one. The mindset of a hypocrite is basically, “ Well, I confessed my sin to
God and I just can’t stop sinning. There is no way I am going to tell anyone about this sin so,
God will just have to keep on forgiving me.” Hypocrites are too proud to admit their sin to
anyone, to seek biblical counseling, or admit to themselves that they need more help. Rather,
they consistently (secretly) ask God to forgive them for a sin they know they are not going to

stop practicing (1 John 3:9).

Concerning confession and repentance in the early church, Acts 19:18-20 says, “Also many

of those who were now believers came, confessing and divulging their practices. And a

number of those who had Practiced magic arts brought their booi(s togetlﬁer and burned them
in the sight of all (true rePentance>. Anc{ ’chey counted the value of them and found it came to

Fift\lj thousand Pieces of silver. So the word of the | ord continued to increase and Prevai]
mightilg‘

A prideful heart that does not confess sin, repent and ask for forgiveness is the very reason
Why Jesus said, “]Fgou were b]inc{, you would have no gui]t; but now that you say, ’\/\/e see,’

your guilt remains.” - to the Pharisees in John chapter nine. The Pharisees were so arrogant

that even though they witnessed miraculous proof that Jesus was the Son of God, they would
not accept Him as the Messiah.

«As long as | am in the world, | am the lig%t of the world." Having said these things, he spat on
the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man's eyes with the mud and
said to him, (o, wash in the Pool of Siloam” (which means Sen’c>. 50 he went and washed
and came back seeing, The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were
saging, ”]s this not the man who used to sit and beg?” Some said, "]t is he.® O‘chers said, "No,
but he is like him." [ e ‘(ePt saﬂing, "] am the man.” 50 they said to him, "Then how were your
eyes opened?“ He answereé, “Tl‘ne man called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and
said to me, (10 to Siloam and wash.’ 50 ] went and washed and received my sight” Theg
said to him, ”Where is he? [e said, "] do not know.” They brought to the Fharisees the man
who had Formerlg been blind. Now it was a Sabbath &ag when Jesus made the mud and
oPened his eyes. So the FPharisees again asked him how he had received his sigl'lt. And he
said to them, "He Pu’c mud on my eyes, and ] washed, and l see.” SOme of the Fharisees saic{,
"This man is not from (God, for he does not keep the Sabbath” Bu’c others said, "[Jow can
aman who is a sinner do such signs?" And there was a division among, them. So thcg said

again to the blind man, ”Wi’lat do you say about him, since he has oPened your eyes?" [He



said, " e is a proPHe’c.” Tl‘xe Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received
his sight, until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them,
"ls this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” His Parcnts
answered, "\We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. PBut how he now sees we
do not ‘mow, nor do we know who oPened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. [e will sPeak for
himself." (His parents said these things because they feared the Jews, forthe Jews had
alreadg agreed that if anyone should confess Jcsus to be C]’lrist, he was to be Put out of the
sgnagogue.) TI’ICFCFOFC his parents said, "[ e is of age; ask him." So forthe second time theg
called the man who had been blind and said to him, 1(ive g]org to (5od. We know that this
man is a sinner.” [ Je answered, ”Wl‘ve’cher!ﬁe is a sinner | do not know. One tl'n'ng | do 1<now,
that though | was blind, now | see.” Thcg said to him, ”What did he do to you? [How did he
open your eyes’?" He answered them, ”] have told you alreaclg, and you would not listen. Whg
do you want to hearit again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” And theg reviled
}'Aim, saying, "You are his disciple, but we are discip]cs of Moses. We know that (God has
sPoicen to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.® The man

answered, "th, this is an amazing thingl You do not know where he comes 1CromJ and yet he

opened my eyes. We know that (God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper
of (5od and does his wi”J Gocl listens to him. Never since the world began has it been heard
that anyone openec{ the eyes of a man born blind. ]F this man were not from Gocl, he could do

nothing.” T hey answered him, "You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?" And

theq cast him out ((Pure arrogance on 5eﬁa[f0ftﬁe (Pﬁarisees). Jesus heard that theg had cast
him out, and having found him he said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?" [He answerecl,
"Anc} who is 1‘16, sir, that | may believe in him?" Jcsus said to l’lim, "You have seen him, and it is

he whois spcaking to you." [He said, “Lorcl, | belicvej” and he worshipecl him. Jcsus said, "[ or
ju&gment ] came into this world, that those who do not see (those who are humble) may see,
and those who see (’chose who are arrogant) may become blind. Some of the Fharisees near
him heard these things, and said to him, " Are we also blind?" Jesus said to them, ”]Fgou were
Hinct you would have no guil’c (they have gui!t because of unconfused sin); but now that you

say, "We see, gourguilt remains.”

After reading John chapter nine your first reaction to the Pharisees might be something like,
“What is wrong with these guys, are they ludicrous?” The Pharisees like so many others are
blinded by the sin of pride. 2 Corinthians 4:3-4 says, “And even if our gospel is veiled, itis

veiled on]y to those who are Perishing. ]n their case the gocl of this world <Satan> has blinded



the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the ligl'xt of the gospel of the g]org of
Christ, who is the image of God.”

When Pride is Present Love is Absent

Pride gives birth to jealousy, bitterness, un-forgiveness, un-confessed sin, hypocrisy, a
critical spirit, unkindness, impatience, complaining, high expectations of others, self-
deception, selfishness and hate.

Love is the opposite of Pride. 1 Corinthians 13:1-7 makes it very clear that good deeds done
to bring glory to yourself instead of God profits you nothing spiritually. “|f | speak in the

tongues of men and oFangels, but have notlove, | am a noisy gongora c!anging cgmbal. And
if l have Prophe’cic powers, and understand all mgsteries and all knowlec{ge, and nC] have all
faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, | am notl'xing (joﬁn 15:5). [f] give away all ]
have, and nCl deliver up my body to be bumed, but have not Iove, ]gain nothing. | oveis
Patient and kiﬂcl; love does not envy or boas‘c; it is not arrogant or rude. ]‘c does not insist on
its own way; it is not irritable or resenhcul; it does not rejoice at wrongcloing, but rcjoiccs with

the truth. | ove bears all things, believes all things, hoPes all things, endures all things.”

Without the Holy Spirit dwelling within a person agape love will never come from them. 1
John 4:7-9 says, “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from (God, and whoever loves

has been born of (God and knows (God. Angone who does not love does not know (God,
because Gocl is love. ]n this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his

onlg Soninto the world, so that we might live through him.”

Pride prevents people from loving one another because it produces selfish expectations of
others. A person resists their God given design to serve by making themselves god. When a
person has the mindset that they are their own god they “WANT,” have expectations, that
need to be met, and desire worship. Expectations (wants) rob people of gratitude, joy and
contentment. People were designed by God to love one another by obeying Jesus Christ as
Lord or doing just what He commands. Pride and agape love cannot co-exist.

The Perfect Example of Humility

Philippians 2:1-11 says, “So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love,
any Participa’cion in the Spirit, any affection and sgmpat%g, comple’ce myjog bg bcing of the

same mind, having the same love, }Deing in full accord and of one mind. Do notlwing from riva]rg



or conceit, but in l‘lumilitg count others more signi?icant than 5ourselves. | eteach oFgou look

not 01119 to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. [{ave this mind among

qourselves, whichis yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not

count equality with (God a thing to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the form of a

servant, being; born in the likeness of men. Ancl being found in human Form, he humbled

himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. | herefore (God

has hig]’xlg exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at the
name oFJesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the ear’clﬁ, and every

tongue confess that Jesus Chris‘c is Lorcl, to the g]ory of Goc{ the Fatlﬂer.”

Jesus Christ is the best example of one who walks in humility. Jesus never gave into pride
throughout his whole earthly life before the cross. How can we justify our actions that result
from a prideful heart when the King of kings humbled himself and left us with the perfect
example of how to live a humble life? We have no excuse for any prideful thought or action!
1 Peter 2:23 says, “AWhen he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did

not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him whojuc{gesjustlﬂ"’ Does 1 Peter 2:23

describe the way you react towards others outwardly and inwardly? Do you react to
unkindness from others with civility on the outside but on the inside with contempt?
Proverbs 26:18-26 says, «| ike a madman who throws firebrands, arrows, and death is the man

who deceives his neighbor and says, "] am on]gjoicingl“ For lack of wood the fire goes out,
and where there is no whisperer, quarre]ing ceases. As charcoal to hot embers and wood to
fire,sois a quarrelsomc man for kindling strife. | he words of a wl'lisperer are like delicious
morsels; ’chey go down into the inner parts of the body. Like the glaze covering an earthen
vessel are fervent liPs with an evil heart. Whoever hates disguises himself with his ]iPs and
harbors deceit in his heart; when he speaks graciouslg, believe him not, for there are seven
abominations in his heart; ’c!nougln his hatred be covered with c;eception, his wickedness will be
exPosed inthe assemblg"’

Born again believers understand that every human being on this earth sins whether saved or
not saved. Unbelievers are slaves to sin and born again believers are slaves to righteousness
encompassed by fallen human flesh.. In other words, born again believers have to choose to
sin and unbelievers have to choose to do good (Romans 6). We all have sinned and fallen
short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). Jesus said, " Judge not, that you be no’cjuclged. For
with thejudgment you pronounce you will })cju&gc&, and with the measure youuse it will be

measured to you. Whg do you see the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice
the Iog thatis in your own egc? Or how can you say to your brotherl ’Le’c me take the spcck



out oxcyour eye,' when there is the ]og in your own eye? You hgpocrite, first take the !og out

omcgour own eye, and then you will see c]cear13 to take the speck out omcgour brother's cyc.” -

Matthew 7:1-5.

Pride causes us to forget about the fact that we have no right, no matter what, to criticize,
ridicule, or view others with contempt.. You are no better than anyone else! If Jesus Christ,
the King of kings, not only commands humility, but sets the example of it, then believers
have no excuse. Believers have to humble themselves in order to love others, in order to
follow God’s commandments and in order to be saved. - John 13:34-35. For example, in
Matthew 19:16-22 a young man asks Jesus what he must do to inherit eternal life, and Jesus
reveals the man’s heart by telling him to go and sell everything he has to give to the poor.
First, the young man through pride lies and claims to have kept all the commandments of
God. Second, the young man’s true god is revealed when he refuses to give up all he has to
follow Christ. The young man’s god was his wealth, the things of this world. Pride blinded
the young man from seeing who Jesus was, and kept him from seeing eternal life as more
valuable than his earthly treasures. “And behold, a man came up to him, saying, " | eacher,

what goo& deed must | do to have eternal life? And he said to him, ”\/\/hg do you ask me
about what is good? No one is good except the [Tather. [f you would enterlife, keep the
commandments..” [ e said to him, ”Wl‘licl't ones?" Ancl Jesus said, "You shall not murder, You
shall not commit aclulterg, You shall not stea], You shall not bear false witness, Honorgour
father and mothen ancl, You shall love your neig}w}gor as HOUI‘SC]]C.” The young man said to
}'Aim, ”A” these | have kept. Wl‘mat do | still lack?m Jesus said to 1‘1im, ”]Fgou would be Pemcect,
£0, sell what you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and
come, follow me.” When the young man heard this he went away sorrowFu], forhe had great

, ”»
POSSCSSIOI’\S.

What is the End Result

A. Pride Causes us to Hate Others.

When someone you know treats you with unkindness, and you choose to criticize them, you
are thinking more highly of yourself. If you dislike them, (not just what they do) you
basically hate them (Hate - From a primary word misos; to detest (to dislike somebody or
something very much); by extension to /ove less.). The words dislike and hate are fueled by
the same emotions when pertaining to others. If you dislike them, you have no desire to be
around them, which is the same as hating them. If you could careless if they moved away, or
if you never had to see them again, you hate them. The opposite of love is hate. Jesus warned
us about this type of prideful attitude towards others when He said, “[>ut | say to you that



everyone whois angry with his brother shall be guiltg before the court; and whoever says to
his brothér, ‘You goodﬂtormothing,’ shall be guiltg before the supreme court; and whoever
says, You fool, shall be guilty enouglﬂ to go into the Fierg hell” - Matthew 5:22.

There are no words to justify actions that stem from a prideful heart. Proverbs 10:18 says,
‘e who hides hatred with lging liPs, and he who sPeaks a slandcr, is afool.” e who hates
clisguises it with his liPs, but he lags up deceitin his heart.” - Proverbs 26:24. You might be

saying to yourself, “/ don’t do that! If you act with kindness toward others when you are
around them, but when they are gone slander or belittle (Proverbs 11:12; 14:21) them, you
do. You can’t say to yourself, “Well..., they’re unsaved, that is why I have no desire to be
around them or like them”(Proverbs 13:10). That is the attitude of a proud Pharisee (Luke
18:9-14), which is contrary to Christ. If you are filled with the Spirit you will have a desire to
share the gospel with them, not only with words, but by your actions. You will have a desire
to be with them for the same reason Christ desired to be around the unsaved (Luke 5:30-32,
Isaiah 53:6).

Right now, you are probably thinking, “How is it possible to like people I really cannot stand
to be around?’ First, you have to humble yourself. Do not see yourself as better than anyone.
Contemplate what God has commanded you to do. 1 John 3:23, “ And this is his

commandment, that we believe in the name of his SOH Jesus Chris’c and love one another,
justas he has commanded us.” Second, keep in mind that your hatred should be directed

towards their influencer (the army of darkness), who has deceived them into sinning or
living in sin. Ephesians 6:10-12, “Fina”g, be strong in the | ord and in the s’creng’ch of his

might‘ Fut on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of
the devil. Forwe do not wrestle against flesh and bloo&, but against the rulcrs, against the
aut%orities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces
of evilin the heavenly places.” Thirdly, remember, when you are tempted to hate (dislike)
others, you need to renew your mind with the Word of God. Titus 3:3-9 says, “_or we

ourselves W RT once ICOOliS!’I, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and

pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and hating one another.
BUT when the goodness and loving kindness of (God our Savior aPPeared, he saved us,

not because of works done bg us in righteousncss, but according to his own mercy, ]33 the

washiﬂg of regeneration and renewal of the Holy SPirit, whom he Poured outonus rich]g
through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that beiﬂgjusthciecl by his grace we migl’xt become heirs
according to the l’lope of eternal life. T he saying is ’crus’cwortl'xg, and | want you to insist on
these t}'nings, so that those who have believed in God may be careful to devote themselves to




good works. | hese things are excellent and profitable for people. But avoid foolish

controversies, genealogies, dissensions, and quarrels about the law, for they are unprofitable

and worthless.”

Read and meditate on passages such as Ephesians chapter four because, it is time away from
the Word of God that allows our mind to slip back to our prideful way of thinking.

B. The Pride of Men Will Come Back to Haunt Them.

Proverbs 14:3 says, “|n the mouth of the foolish is a rod of Pride, but the lips of the wise shall
keep them.”

Where there is pride in the heart, and no wisdom in the head to suppress it, it commonly
shows itself through our speech or body language.. In the heart there is pride, proud
boasting, proud censuring, proud scorning, proud commanding and giving law. Pride grows
from a root of bitterness which is in the heart; it is a rod from that stem. The root must be
plucked up, or it will grow into a rod of pride which strikes others. The proud man with his
mouth ridicules, criticizes and slanders others, but it will in the end be a rod to himself. The
proud man will come under humiliating correction by the words of his own mouth and will
be beaten with his own rod (Psalm 64:8). The lips of the wise shall preserve them from
speaking foolishness against others which proud men do, and from bringing that mischief on
themselves which haughty scorners often do. Proverbs 3:33-34 says, “ | he | ORD's curse is

on the house of the wicked, but he blesses the clwc”ing of the righteous. T oward the

scorners he is scormcu!, but to the humble he gives favor.”

C.. The Pride of Man leads him to Hell.

Isaiah 5:14 says, “So hell has enlarged itself, and oPenec{ its mouth without measure; and their
gloryl and their muititudc, and their Pride, and he who réjoices in her, shall go down into it.”

Those who are proud in heart will be humbled, abased, and all their honors laid in the dust.
The pride of man will fall effectually by death and the grave. Their glory shall descend, not
only to the earth, but into it and it shall not descend after them (Psalm 49:17). Matthew
25:29 says, “Forto everyone who has, more shall be given, and he will abound. But from him

who has not, even that which he has shall be taken away from him.» Did they glory in their

numbers? Their multitude shall go down to the pit, Ezekiel 31:18; Ezekiel 32:32. Did they
glory in the figure they made? Their pomp shall be at an end; their shouts with which they
triumphed, and were attended. Did they glory in their mirth? Death will turn it into




mourning, Jeremiah 13:16 says, “(ive g]org to Jehovah your (God, before e causes
clarimess, and before goumceet stumble on the dark mountains, and, while you look for ligl‘:t)
e turns it into the shadow of death, setting up cleeP gloom.” So, the worldly wise man and

the mighty man will meet together in the grave and under mortifying judgments. If a man
sets himself high, death will bring him low, Isaiah 5:14-16. Isaiah 23:9 says, “_jehovah of

[Hosts has Purposec{ it, to stain the Pricle of all glory and to bring into contempt all the
weighty of the earth.”

Conclusion

How do we go from a prideful attitude to a humble mindset?

First, we must always compare ourselves to Christ; to perfection (Hebrews 5:9). 2 Corinthians

10:12 says, “Not that we dare to classi?y or compare ourselves with some of those who are

commeﬂcliﬂg themselves. But when ’cheq measure themselves bq one another and compare

themselves with one another, they are without understanding.”

Second, always remember that the only thing we deserve is hell. Lamentations 3:22-23 says,

“Through the | ord’s mercies we are not consumed, because [is comPassions fail not. They
are new every morning; (Great is Y our faithfulness.” The only good and righteous thing in
your life is Jesus Christ (Galatians 2:20).

Third, Jesus Christ will not share His glory because no one deserves glory (exaltation) except
Him. 1 Corinthians 1:27-31 says, “But (God has chosen the foolish things of the world to

confound the wise; and God has chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things

which are migh’cg; and (God has chosen the base things of the wor]d, and things which are

dcspised, and ’chings which are not, in order to bring to notl'xing things that are; so that no
flesh should glory in His presence. But of [{im you are in Christ Jesus, who of (God is made

to us wisdom and righteousncss and sanctification and rec;emption; so that, accorc{ing asitis

written, " Je who glories, let him glory in the | ord.” Jeremiah 9:23-24 says, “So says Jehovah,

Do not let the wise glor3 in his wisdom, nor let the mightg g;org in his might; do not let the rich
glory in his riches; but let him who glories glory in this, that he understands and knows Me,

that | amJe%ovaH &oing kindness,judgment, and rigl‘ltcousncss, in the earth; forin these |

Clelight, says Jehovah.” 2 Corinthians 10:17 says, “But he who glories, let him glory in the
| ord.




God will not share His glory with anyone, not even the prophet Moses. Numbers 12:3 says,

“Now the man Moses was very humb]e, more than any man who was on the face of the earth.”

Moses was humble, however, he was not perfect and in one instance chose to react to the
people of Israel with pride. ] hen Moses and Aaron went from the presence of the

assemb]g to the entrance of the tent of meeting and fell on theirfaces. And the glor3 of the
LORD aPPeared to them, and the LOKD sPoke to Moses, saying, "Take the stag, and
assemble the congrega’cion, you and Aaron your brother, and tell the rock before their eyes
to 3ield its water. So you shall bring water out of the rock for them and give drink to the
congregation and their cattle.” Anc{ Moses took the staff from before the LOKD, as he
commanded him. Theﬂ Moses and Aaron gathered the assemb|9 together before the rock,

and he said to them, "[Jear now, you rebels: shall we }Dring water for you out of this

rock? And Moses lifted up his hand and struck the rock with his staff twice, and water came
out abun&antly, and the congregation drank, and their livestock. And the | ORDD said to
Moses and Aaron, ”Because you did not believe in me, to upl‘xoicl me as Holq in the eyes of

the People of lsrael, therefore you shall not bring this assemblg into the land that l have given

them.” - Numbers 20:6-12.. The key word in this passage is “WE.” Moses should never have

made himself out to be equal with God. Moses, in humility could speak to God one on one
(Numbers 12:6-8) but, because of his irrational moment of pride he brought shame upon
himself (Proverbs 11:2).

Fourth, Consistently remember, apart from Christ you (Romans 7:18) are worthless, a sinner
meant to be cast into hell (Revelation 20:15). Pride is a high view of ourselves that is not true
(1 Corinthians 10:12). If you keep the right view of yourself, and remain in Christ (John 15:5,
Psalm 1), you will walk in humility (James 1:21, 25-26). “\Nhoever finds his life will lose it,

and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.” - Matthew 10:39.

Fifth, how much you love Christ depends on how much you love your brothers and sisters in
Christ (Matthew 25:31-46).

Sixth, to fulfill every commandment given by God requires humility on the part of His
followers. 1 John 2:3-6 says, « And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keeP

his commandments. W]’loever says ] know him" but does not keep his commandments is a iiar,
and the truth is not in l’lim, but whoever keeps his word, in him trulﬂ the love of (Godis
Per‘Fectecl. 53 this we may know that we are in him: whoever says he abides in him ought to

walk in the same way in which he walked.”



Believers accomplish obedience to Christ through meditating on God’s Word daily and by
living with an attitude of daily repentance from sin. Romans 12:1-2 says, “ | appeal to you

there]core, brotlﬁers, bg the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrhcice) holg

and acceptable to (God, which is your sPiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world,
but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that bg testing you may discern what is the

will of (5od, what is gooc{ and accePtaHe and Per‘Fect.”

Seventh, your desires must change from desiring sin, to desiring obedience to Christ! Now,
you might be saying to yourself; “How is it possible to walk in the same manner as Jesus
walked if I still have a desire to sin?” If you delight yourself in the Lord, your desires will
change. Psalm 37:4-5 says, “Dcligh’c 3oursel1c inthe . ORD, and [He will gjve you the desires

oFgour heart. Commit your way to the LORD, trust in [im, and [ e will act.” Only Jesus

Christ can change your desires from sin to humble obedience to His Word.

Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of (God so that at the proper
time he may exalt you, casting all your anxicties on him, because he cares for you.
De sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a
roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that
the same kinds of sugering are being exPerienced }39 your brotherhood
throughout the world.

~1 Peter 5:6-9



